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EDITORIAL

REHDA Malaysia is getting back into the groove of things
since the MCO was fully lifted with more events being held
in the past couple of months. Other than meetings that are
held not only face-to-face but mostly online, REHDA has also
held two physical events – an engagement session with the
Malaysia My Second Home Consultants Association (MM2HCA)
and a townhall session for our members on the amendments/
variations to the Sale and Purchase Agreement with a lawyer,
who is an expert on issues pertaining to the property industry.
Both proved to be enlightening for REHDA and our members
in understanding the specific issues at hand, and we hope the
sessions will help in addressing them in the future.
The same can also be said for REHDA Institute who has held
a number of seminars and forums, two of which are covered
within these pages of the Bulletin. Most have been well-received
by developers and other industry players. We hope our members
will continue to support our efforts to inform and educate.
Meanwhile, REHDA Branches have been busy attending
meetings after meetings with government agencies. And in light
of the Annual Delegates’ Conference 2020 in September, they
have also held their respective Annual General Meetings in
August, which was much later than scheduled in previous years.
However, the show must go on, whereby most Branches have
also elected new Committee members. The complete list can be
found on REHDA’s website at www.rehda.com.
To give more insights into GreenRE’s rating practice, and
especially for our members, the REHDA Bulletin will be covering
a series of articles by GreenRE, beginning from this issue
onwards. It is our hope that our readers will benefit from the
information we share.
Have a pleasant read! Take care and stay safe.
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editorial
committee
Enforcement of Workers’ Minimum
Standards of Housing and Amenities
(Amendment) Act 2019 (Act 446)
Please be advised that the Ministry of Human Resources (MoHR) has announced
the enforcement of the Workers’ Minimum Standards of Housing and Amenities
(Amendment) Act 2019 (Act 446) which has come into effect beginning 1 June
2020, with full enforcement taking place on 1 September 2020. The Act is
applicable throughout Peninsular Malaysia and the Federal Territory of Labuan.
Amongst others, the amendment expanded the scope of the Act to include all
employment sectors providing workers’ housing and accommodation, and to
improve the Workers’ Minimum Standards of Housing Guidelines 2018 (Garis
Panduan Penetapan Standard Minimum Penginapan Pekerja Asing 2018) which
covers standards for the minimum space for accommodation, housing and workers’
amenities as well as safety and cleanliness elements.
The Act can be viewed/downloaded on http://www.federalgazette.agc.gov.
my/outputaktap/aktaBI_20190923_WJW014169BI.pdf.
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Townhall Session on the
Amendments/Variations
to the SPA
On 14 August 2020, REHDA organised a townhall session on the Amendments/
Variations to the Standard Sale and Purchase Agreement (SPA), which was
attended by about 70 REHDA members. The session was helmed by Mr Nicholas
Chang, a lawyer with Messrs Amir, Lim & Partners who spoke within his personal
capacity as a lawyer to advise developers on the current situation.
During the session, Mr Chang presented examples of the amendments to the
SPA, as well as the impact of the recent court rulings in cases related to these
issues on the property industry and developers. The culmination of these cases
followed from the decision by the court that Regulation 11(3) of the Housing
Development (Control and Licensing) Regulations 1989 is ultra vires and void.
According to Mr Chang, this decision has rendered Regulation 12 of the Act

nugatory whereby without the source decision for an appeal process, ‘appeal’
would not be possible.
Mr Chang also shared his opinion on the Ang Ming Lee’s case decision, where
the Court was of the position that the power of the Minister to prescribe and
regulate housing accommodation’s sale and purchase agreements are found
strictly within section 24(2)(e) of Act 118. As such, Mr Chang remarked that any
purport by the Minister to ‘regulate’ the Schedule SPA must be pursuant to section
24(2)(e) of the Act 118 which by virtue of Section 24(1) must be by a gazette
regulation.
The session proved to be eye-opening and informative for all our participants,
and has shed light to the issues at hand.

Engagement Session with Malaysia My Second
Home Consultants Association (MM2HCA)
REHDA

held an engagement session with
the Malaysia My Second Home Consultants
Association (MM2HCA) on 29 July 2020, which
was attended by REHDA President Dato’ Ir Soam
Heng Choon and Vice President Datuk Zaini b
Yusoff. MM2HCA’s delegation was led by its
President, Mr Lim Kok Sai.

The meeting was informed of the Ministry of
Tourism, Arts and Culture’s (MOTAC) announcement
on the closure of MM2H office until December 2020.
According to Mr Lim, about 1,000 applications
submitted between September and November 2019
were rejected without any reasons or justifications.
He added that the association may see many of their

agencies closing down if the situation persists for the
next half to one year. Developers may also face the
possibility of numerous sale cancellations due to this
issue, despite bookings or down payments made.
It was a very enlightening meeting, and REHDA
would like to thank MM2HCA for making the time
for the session.
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EVENT

Annual General Meeting
2020 at Branch Levels
REHDA Branches held their respective Annual General Meetings in August 2020,
ahead of the Annual Delegates’ Conference 2020. The AGMs discussed various
issues pertaining to the states’ property and housing industry as well as Branch
matters. Elections were also held by all Branches, where new Committee members
were elected. The term 2020/2022 saw the changing of Chairmen in all Branches
except for Terengganu and Pahang. Some photos can be found below:
REHDA Johor
Date:
Location:

6 August 2020
Mutiara Hotel,
Johor Bahru
Attendees: 120 members

REHDA Kelantan
Date:
Location:

12 August 2020
H Elite Design Hotel,
Kota Bharu
Attendees: 22 members

REHDA Melaka
Date:
Location:

REHDA Kedah/Perlis

7 August 2020
REHDA Melaka’s
Secretariat Office
Attendees: 37 members

Date:
Location:

18 August 2020
REHDA Kedah/Perlis’
Secretariat Office
Attendees: 54 members

REHDA Negeri
Sembilan
Date:
19 August 2020
Location: Wisma REHDA NS
Attendees: 30 members

EVENT

REHDA Terengganu
Date:
Location:

13 August 2020
Primula Beach Hotel,
Kuala Terengganu
Attendees: 23 members

REHDA Pahang
Date:
15 August 2020
Location: Mega View Hotel, Kuantan
Attendees: 30 members

REHDA Wilayah
Persekutuan
(Kuala Lumpur)
Date:
25 August 2020
Location: Wisma REHDA
Attendees: 53 members

REHDA Perak
Date:
Location:

14 August 2020
Symphony
Suites Hotel,
Ipoh
Attendees: 32 members

REHDA Youth
Date:
21 August 2020
Location: Wisma REHDA
Attendees: 76 members

REHDA Selangor
Date:
25 August 2020
Location: Wisma REHDA
Attendees: 80 members
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REHDA INSTITUTE

Latest Issues and Developments on EoT Post-MCO Forum
On

21 August 2020, REHDA Institute organised a forum entitled ‘Latest
Issues and Developments on Extension of Time (EoT) Post-MCO’ at Wisma
REHDA, which was attended by more than 120 participants mostly from
the property development and construction industry. The event focused on
developments and updates pertaining to EoT.
The forum featured several prominent panellists, including REHDA
President Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon who shared the EoT issues facing developers as a result of
the MCO, as well as the Association’s proposed EoT timeline. Meanwhile, Dato’ Pretam Singh of
law firm Pretam Singh, Nor & Co who joined in virtually updated participants on the court
decisions related to EoT, and briefly talked about the recent COVID-19 Bill, particularly sections
that may have an impact on property developers. Other speakers included Ar Joseph Tan Meng
Hooi from the Malaysian Institute of Architects (PAM) and Tn N Jayaselan of the National Housing
Department (JPN).
Following the presentation from all speakers, a short panel discussion was held which was
participated by all panellists as well as Mr Oliver Wee Hiang Chyn of Master Builders
Association Malaysia (MBAM), with Dato’ Soam acting as the moderator.

Seminar – Selling a Property Successfully in the New Decade:
Is Big Data and Proptech the Ultimate Solution?
REHDA Institute held its first event post-Movement Control Order (MCO)
on 9 July 2020 at Wisma REHDA, entitled “Selling a Property Successfully in
the New Decade: Is Big Data and Proptech the Ultimate Solution?”. More
than 80 industry players attended the seminar, which focused on how
property developers can move forward in boosting their property sales and
ease the process of homeownership especially during this tough time by
embracing big data and proptech.
Amongst the speakers were Ms Tee
Siew Bee of the National Property
Information Centre (NAPIC) who presented
the Centre’s Latest Key Property Transaction
Data for 2019 and 2020. She highlighted
that the residential overhang situation
continued to improved; one reason is due
to the decline in new property launches by
developers over the last few quarters. The

following speaker, Mr Joe Hock Thor (MyProperty Data) showed how
developers can cross reference data of existing purchaser with past transaction
data to help unlock additional insights to assist in buyer re-targeting.
PropertyGuru was also part of the presentation, in which they conducted
a live demo and walkthrough on how developers can utilise property
technology platforms to interact with potential buyers. The event ended with
an engaging panel discussion session moderated by Datuk NK Tong, the Vice
President of REHDA Malaysia.

GreenRE
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Feature Article:

Beyond the Business Case
for Building Green
The latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Malaysian Scenario

Change (IPCC) 2018 report highlighted the urgent
need to limit global warming to below 1.5°C
from pre-industrial levels in order to alleviate the
catastrophic impacts of climate change. Under the
Paris Agreement, 195 countries committed to this
goal – this means our global CO2 emission must
be reduced significantly over the next few decades
through large sustained emission reduction efforts
across all economic sectors. Disregarding the
fact that there are still climate change naysayers
amongst us, nonaction is not a viable option if
we want to preserve the world for our future
generations.

Despite cut backs and re-evaluations of mega
projects, Malaysia's residential and non-residential
building sector is still expected to grow an annual
average of 3.7% between 2018 and 2027,
according to a report by Finch Solutions (2019).
However, less than 1% of Malaysian building stocks
are currently green certified – versus Singapore
and London which are approaching 40% to 60%
respectively. This slower uptake could be due to the
lack of regulatory push, misconceptions on pricing
and general low awareness by both developers and
the consumer market.
Currently, completed green buildings stand at
less than 200 and this includes certification by all
verified Malaysian certification standards (GreenRE,
MyCrest, pHJKR and Green Building Index). The
green certification industry in Malaysia is still in
between the embryonic and growth stage hence
there are immense opportunities for various
stakeholders in the industry. It is estimated that
achieving certification targets will translate to
targeted emission reduction of 98.2ktCO2eq (2020)
and 858.4ktCO2eq (2020) for government
buildings and private buildings respectively.
In Malaysia, green building certification is still
mostly voluntary, however, it is heartening to note
that a handful of local authorities namely Dewan
Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur, Majlis Perbandaran
Petaling Jaya, Majlis Perbandaran Subang Jaya and
Majlis Bandaraya Shah Alam have made it
mandatory for selected new projects to be certified.
There is a shift in the right direction, as
environmental consciousness of Malaysians continue
to grow, demand and progress of green buildings in
Malaysia will rise.
In terms of green premium, there is a general
perception that there is a significantly higher capex
involved for green projects. However, numerous
studies have demonstrated that certification can be
achieved with minimal additional cost and is
proportional to the increased level of environmental
certification. Upfront costs in green buildings are

How does green building certification
come in?
In the 2018 Global Status Report by the
International Energy Agency (IEA), it was quantified
that the building and construction sectors are two
of the key factors in alleviating climate change.
Globally, these two sectors account for 36% of final
energy use and 39% of energy and process related
emissions in 2017. The same report estimated
that the energy use per m2 in buildings needs to
be reduced by 30% by 2030 to be in line with
the Paris Agreement and achieve the Sustainable
Development Scenario.
Accordingly, most green building certification
systems place significant emphasis on energy
efficiency. Green building certification is based on
six major pillars: energy efficiency, water efficiency,
environmental protection, indoor environment
quality, innovative green solutions and carbon
impact. By fulfilling credits, development projects
earn points that determine its certification level, i.e.
Bronze, Silver, Gold or Platinum (the highest rating).
Certification provides benchmarked standards for
efficient use of resources. Adoption of standards
allows for developments to quantify their green
achievements, in addition to lending transparency
and credibility to development projects.

often offset by a decrease in long term life-cycle costs.
(WGBC 2013)

Merits of Green Buildings
A green building, as its name suggests, incorporates
sustainable design principles to minimise its impact
on the environment, improve occupants’ health and
wellbeing, and adds perceivable financial returns for
occupants and owners of buildings. It is a quality
building with higher standards that will perform better
over its life cycle.
Passive design strategies to reduce heat gain into
the building by minimizing window area in the east and
west facades and/or use of external shading devices are
required. Designs that facilitate natural ventilation
through the building is encouraged; in Malaysia the
prevailing winds are generally in the North – South
directions. Coupling good passive design with energy
efficient cooling and lighting systems will lead to
significant reduction in a building’s operating costs and
lower the carbon footprint of grid supplied electricity.
Green buildings also have a healthier indoor
environment due to higher levels of natural daylighting
and natural ventilation, appropriate levels and types of
artificial light, use of materials with minimal toxins,
enhanced thermal comfort, open and inviting spaces
that increase interaction and physical movement as well
as provision of greenery. The World Green Building
Council’s 2018 report on Business Case for Health and
Wellbeing in Green Building has shown that these high
performing buildings reduced staff turnover,
absenteeism, heightened employees’ satisfaction in
addition to improved productivity.
continues on page 8

,
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BRANCH NEWS

REHDA Melaka Branch

Courtesy Call on Yang DiPertua Negeri Melaka
Seven REHDA Melaka Committee members including the then Branch
Chairman Dato’ Sri Ngoh King Hua paid a courtesy visit to TYT Tun Dr Hj
Mohd Ali b Mohd Rustam on 13 July 2020 to congratulate him on his
appointment as the Yang DiPertua Negeri Melaka.
During the visit, both parties shared their views on potential
development and investment opportunities in Melaka for the betterment
of the state, especially for the benefit of its people. Dato’ Sri Ngoh also
handed Tun Ali a token of appreciation for the warm welcome and kind
hospitality extended to REHDA Melaka’s delegates during the visit.

REHDA Melaka Branch

Courtesy Call on the Executive Director
of Lembaga Perumahan Melaka (LPM)
A delegation from REHDA Melaka, led by the then Branch Chairman Dato’ Sri Ngoh King Hua
paid a courtesy call on Tn Mohd Salleh b Hamidom, the Executive Director of Lembaga Perumahan
Melaka (LPM) on 8 July 2020.
The meeting began with Dato’ Sri Ngoh congratulating Tn Mohd Salleh on his appointment,
followed by a discussion on several issues pertaining to the housing sector in Melaka, including the
impact of the state’s property price control policy, 60% Bumiputera quota and high conversion
premium; proposal to review and increase the ceiling price of low cost units; appeal for a
transparent and automatic mechanism for the release of unsold Bumiputera units and so forth.
It was a positive discussion and REHDA Melaka would like to thank Tn Mohd Salleh for his time.

% continued from page 7
Feature Article: Beyond the Business Case for Building Green
GreenRE Certification
Since inception, GreenRE has been striving to improve education on green design and
integrated design processes, and reinforce the importance of a holistic approach to design
and environmental strategies throughout a building’s life-cycle. Certification plays an
important role in regulating and standardising efforts with the main objective of reducing
the overall impact of the built environment on human health and the natural environment.
Considering the projected urbanisation, it is imperative that upcoming building projects
and cities are sustainable since infrastructure built today will remain in place for the next
30–100 years. Simply put, business as usual is not an option.
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BRANCH NEWS

REHDA Melaka Branch

Courtesy Call on Deputy State
Secretary (Development) of Melaka

REHDA Perak Branch

Courtesy Call on
the Mayor of Majlis
Bandaraya Ipoh
On 11 August 2020, the then Branch Chairman of
REHDA Perak Mr Tony Khoo led a team of nine Branch
Committee members for a courtesy visit to Y Bhg Dato’
Hj Rumaizi b Baharin @ Md Daud, the Mayor of Majlis
Bandaraya Ipoh (MBI).
During the visit, the delegation highlighted several
issues related to the property industry in the state,
including the directive imposed in using granite for all
subbase layer instead of limestone in all service road
construction works which was proposed by the
previous Mayor. Dato’ Hj Rumaizi agreed to the request
upon condition that the reuse of limestone on subbase
to substitute granite for its service road below 40 feet.
Meanwhile, the Mayor proposed that development
charges can only be paid on an instalment basis; 20%
upon the first instalment and the subsequent payments
to be completed before applying for Certificate of
Completion and Compliance (CCC).
REHDA also suggested that MBI jointly organise the
HOC-MAPEX 2020 in conjunction with “Visit Ipoh City
Month”. The expo is scheduled to be held from 18 to
20 December 2020.
It was indeed a pleasant and fruitful visit.

On 4 August 2020, REHDA Melaka
Committee members led by the then Branch
Chairman Dato’ Sri Ngoh King Hua paid
a courtesy visit to Datuk Salhah bt Salleh,
the Deputy State Secretary (Development)
of Melaka. The purpose of the meeting was
to foster a closer relationship between
REHDA Melaka and the state government.
The delegation also took the
opportunity to discuss the proposal
submitted to Majlis Tindakan Ekonomi
Negeri Melaka (MTENM), which highlighted
issues related to the land development
policy in Melaka, such as Bumiputera quota
policy, unsold Bumiputera quota units
release mechanism and development
composition policy. Meanwhile, Datuk
Salhah also spoke on the major economic
generators for Melaka such as the site for
the Kuala Lumpur–Singapore high-speed
rail (HSR) station located in the state and
the Kuala Linggi International Port (KLIP)
project in Alor Gajah, which will create new
business opportunities for local
entrepreneurs and provide more
employment opportunities for the locals.
It was a very fruitful meeting for all in
attendance.

BRANCH NEWS
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REHDA Negeri Sembilan Branch

Courtesy Call on
Yang DiPertua of
Majlis Perbandaran
Port Dickson
REHDA

Negeri Sembilan paid a courtesy visit to the
Yang DiPertua of Majlis Perbandaran Port Dickson (MPPD)
Tn Mohd Zamri b Mohd Esa on 8 July 2020. Leading
the delegation was Ms Jenny Wang, the then Branch
Chairlady of REHDA Negeri Sembilan, who was joined
by Branch Committee members Mr Desmond Yap,
Mr A Devasagayam and Ms Charlini Yogeswaran.
Several pertaining matters were discussed during the
visit, including issues affecting the planning, design and
infrastructure stage and local authority requirements.
REHDA Negeri Sembilan has also submitted a paper to
MPPD to highlight these issues.

REHDA Selangor Branch

Engagement Session with Air Selangor

The Branch organised an engagement session with
Pengurusan Air Selangor Sdn Bhd (Air Selangor)
on 18 August 2020 at Wisma REHDA, which was
attended by 60 REHDA Selangor members.

The objective of the session was to enable Air
Selangor to engage, listen as well as explain on
the initiatives taken in order to assist development
in Selangor, Kuala Lumpur and Putrajaya. During
the session, En Suhaimi Kamaralzaman, CEO of
Air Selangor, briefed the participants on the water

supply situation in Klang Valley and shared the
initiatives taken to improve the quality of services
in line with its vision to become the best water
operator in the region.
It was an engaging session for all who
attended.

BRANCH NEWS / DIARY

REHDA WPKL Branch
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Courtesy Call on PTGWP
On 13 August 2020, REHDA WP(KL) paid a courtesy visit to Tn Muhammad
Yasir Yahya, the Federal Territories Director of Land and Mines Office (PTGWP)
to congratulate him on his appointment and introduce him to Branch
Committee members. At the same time, the Branch took the opportunity to
discuss several matters with the Director, including delays in VP together with
strata titles issuance, delays in Memorandum of Transfer (MOT), more frequent
Land Exco meetings to expedite land applications, proposed en-bloc sale
legislation and other matters.
REHDA WP(KL) looks forward to closer collaboration and regular
engagement sessions with PTGWP towards further enhancing the business
efficiency and delivery service system, and making Kuala Lumpur a World
Class Sustainable and Liveable City.

July 2020
DATE EVENTS
1

DATE EVENTS

Malaysia Shopping Malls Association – Joint Memorandum on
Music Copyrights to Music Rights Malaysia (MRM) online meeting.
Participated by Pn Amalhayati Mukhter.

14

JSM – Mesyuarat Jawatankuasa Kebangsaan Standard NSC D: Building,
Construction and Civil Engineering. Attended by Ir Tiah Oon Ling.

15

REHDA Strata Taskforce meeting to discuss the issue on the formation
of MC, Sub-MC and the development of provisional blocks.

Tax and Accounting Standard Taskforce meeting.

16

Meeting on issues related to the court cases on contribution/penalty paid
to the State Government for the purpose of Bumiputera quota release.

JSM –Technical Committee on Building Design and Construction online
meeting. Participated by Ir Tiah Oon Ling.

17

EXCO meeting.

21

CLAB – Board of Directors’ meeting and Annual General Meeting.
Attended by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon.

Meeting to discuss the amendments to the REHDA Rules and Constitution.
2

3

KPKT – National Action Council’s Housing Cluster’s Working Committee
on Cost of Living (NACCOL) meeting. Attended by Datuk Zaini Yusoff
and Ms Shirley Ho.
TNB – Online meeting to discuss the potential products/services
offerings by TNB. Participated by Datuk S Sivanyanam, Ir Ng Lip
Khong and En Sezleen Bahzme of UEM Sunrise.

27&29 Global PCK Solutions Sdn Bhd – Product Talk: 5 Work Processes
You Can Innovate and Improve with BuildSpace.
29

10

CIDB – Industrial Review System in Construction (CIS10: SHASSIC)
Standard Review and Proofreading Workshop. Attended En Abdul
Karim Mohamad of Mah Sing.

Courtesy call by Malaysia My Second Home Consultants Association
(MM2HCA). Attended by Dato' Ir Soam Heng Choon, Mr Benjamin
Ong Chin Yee of Mah Sing, Mr Tony Ling of SP Setia, Mr Paul Soh of
SP Setia, Ms Tina Tong of SP Setia, Pn Aslinda Mohd Noor, Ms Shirley
Ho and Pn Siti Aswahawa Mohd Amin.

14

Meeting to discuss the amendments to the REHDA Rules and Constitution.

Meeting to discuss the amendments to the REHDA Rules and Constitution.

August 2020
DATE EVENTS
4–5 Energy Commission – Guidelines for Electrical Wiring in Residential
Buildings workshop. Attended by Datuk S Sivanyanam.
5

15

FIABCI Malaysia – Annual General Meeting. Attended by Datuk Ho Hon Sang.

17

Malaysian Industry-Government Group for High Technology – Sesi
Perbincangan Kumpulan Terfokus Industri Pembinaan (Kluster
Bangunan). Attended by Datuk Zaini Yusoff and Pn Amalhayati Mukhter.

JKPTG – Meeting on Amendments to Strata Titles Act (Act 318) –
Establishment of MC and Sub-MC. Attended by Mr Allan Teh,
Mr Paul Soh and Ms Shirley Ho.

10–11 SPAN – Bengkel Semakan Kadar dan Asas Pengiraan Sedia Ada
bagi Kumpulan Wang Sumbangan Modal Pembetungan (KWSMP).
Attended by Ir Tiah Oon Ling, Datuk S Sivanyanam, Ir Teo Ching Wee
and Mr James Tan.
14

DATE EVENTS

REHDA Townhall Session on Variations to the Standard Sale and
Purchase Agreement (SPA).

JSM – Mesyuarat Kumpulan Kerja berkenaan Fire Rated Lift Landing
Doors. Attended by Ir Tiah Oon Ling.
26

JSM – Fire Properties of Building Material meeting. Attended by
Ir Tiah Oon Ling.

27

Maybank Bhd – Meeting with Maybank’s Head of Consumer Finance,
Datuk Jeffry Mohd Ali. Attended by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon and
Pn Aslinda Mohd Noor.

The Venue You’ve Been Looking For
Wisma REHDA is the ideal venue to hold meetings, seminars, conferences and more. The state-of-the-art green building is well equipped
with a wide range of facilities to meet your event’s requirement. Special rates are available for REHDA members.

Rental available:
• Auditorium
• Seminar/Lecture
Rooms
• Atrium
Facilities include:
• AV System
• Free Wi-Fi
• Ample Parking Bays
• Surau
• 24 hours security
services
• CCTV
• Lift System

For further enquiries or booking of venue,
please contact Secretariat at 03-7803 2978.
Wisma REHDA, No 2C, Jalan SS5D/6, Kelana Jaya, 47301 Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan
Tel: +603-7803 2978 | Fax: +603-7803 5285
Email: secretariat@rehda.com | Website : www.rehda.com

