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The COVID-19 pandemic and the Government’s call to implement the 

Movement Control Order (MCO) and Conditional MCO have shifted the 

way many companies and industries conduct their businesses. Of the 

many sectors, property and construction may be two that are affected 

the most by the limitations when MCO was enforced on 18 March 2020. 

REHDA Malaysia and all industry players are fully aware of the necessity 

of MCO and CMCO and remain fully supportive of all measures to 

protect the nation and the rakyat, but the lockdown has certainly set off 

many issues for developers and contractors.

Whilst things may have been quiet during MCO, REHDA on the other 

hand been very busy engaging with the relevant authorities to highlight 

our concerns and woes. We not only submitted proposals, we also 

attended numerous meetings online and on site to discuss and propose 

measures in mitigating the impact of COVID-19 as well as MCO/CMCO 

on the industry. REHDA also issued press statements during the period to 

urge the Government to take immediate actions on certain matters such 

as the enactment of the COVID-19 Bill. The meetings REHDA attended 

have been a good platform to voice our concerns which have been well-

received. Amongst others, the Recovery Plan Proposal we submitted to 

the Ministry of Finance outlined several suggestions that the Government 

can take to ensure the revival of our industry. More on our proposal can 

be read in this issue.

In addition, REHDA through its subsidiary REHDA Institute has also 

conducted an online survey amongst developers and industry players to 

gauge the impact of COVID-19 and MCO to the property industry. The 

result has been eye-opening, and has shown REHDA that the road to 

recovery will not be an easy one.

To round up our Bulletin issue, we have also included the result of the 

REHDA Property Industry Survey for 2H 2019. Due to the pandemic, we 

were unable to hold the media briefing on the survey. Also included in 

the report is the performance data from the Home Ownership Campaign 

(HOC) 2019 which has surpassed expectations, where RM35.99 billion 

worth of properties (after discount) were purchased between 1 January 

2019 – 31 December 2019. Together with NAPIC’s Property Market 

Report 2019, we hope that these reports will be able to shed some light 

on our industry’s performance last year.

As a Responsive, Respected, Responsible and Relevant NGO, REHDA 

Malaysia strives to continue to make the voice of property developers in 

Malaysia heard. As we move forward in this challenging climate, we 

hope that our members will continue to stand tall with us to elevate the 

industry to new heights.

In line with an objective stated in the National Solid Waste Management Policy 

2016, which is to strengthen solid waste management laws and institutions, 

the Government via the Ministry of Housing and Local Government (KPKT) has 

gazetted two regulations specifically to address the licensing and monitoring of 

solid waste management, namely:

•	 Solid	Waste	and	Public	Cleansing	Management	(Licensing)	(Undertaking	or	

Provision of Collection Services for Construction Solid Waste) Regulations 2018; and

•	 Solid	Waste	and	Public	Cleansing	Management	(Scheme	for	Construction	Solid	

Waste) Regulations 2018.

For more information, members may contact En Hairul Azuan b Ramli of Solid 

Waste and Public Cleansing Management Corporation at hairul@swcorp.my / 

03-83124000 ext 9564.
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REHDA Malaysia, with the cooperation of REHDA Institute conducted 

a survey to assess the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak and Movement 

Control Order (MCO) on the real estate and housing industry. The survey was 

participated by 214 respondents comprising 196 developers, as well as other 

industry players including contractors, architects, property agents and bankers.

Results from the survey revealed that 74% of the respondents agreed that 

their first and second quarter 2020 sales target will be mostly affected by these 

events while 63% of respondents opined that their third and fourth quarter 

sales projection will also be heavily affected by COVID-19 and the MCO.

First and Second Quarter 2020 Sales Target

Third and Fourth Quarter 2020 Sales Projection

61% of the respondents agreed that their turnover for 2020 against 2019 

will be significantly affected. Similarly, 71% reported significant impact in 

overall decline of business activity as well as 63% noting substantial impact on 

profit for 2020 versus 2019. The turnover for 2020 against 2019, the overall 

decline of business activity and the profit for 2020 against 2019 recorded an 

average of 53% to 57% decline.

Optimism on a quick market recovery was low, as 71% of the respondents 

expect it to only take place in 10 months and beyond after the lift of the MCO. 

94% of the respondents also remarked that they were already experiencing 

delays in construction progress at their sites. 46% of the affected respondents 

or 99 developers are expecting to experience delays in handover to  purchasers 

and that Liquidated Ascertained Damages (LAD) would impact them. Only 

17% of the respondents expected project abandonment at the construction 

stage due to poor market condition, while 72% of the respondents anticipated 

an average of 29% Sale and Purchase Agreements (SPA) to be reneged upon 

by buyers due to the economic situation.

Market Recovery Timeline

Expected Delays in Handover/LAD Impact

Operation-wise, 50% of the respondents were considering downsizing 

measures, whereby 75% of them stated that they will reduce up to 30% of 

their human resource. 70% of the respondents are planning to impose pay 

cuts to mitigate costs and business shrinkage of which 83% of them will 

impose pay cuts of up to 30%.

Downsizing

Imposition of Pay Cuts

Majority of the respondents planned to adopt online platforms to market 

their products during MCO (89%), while a total of 31% of respondents 

reported receiving 1,302 bookings from such marketing efforts from 18 March 

2020 until the date the survey was conducted in mid-April. Almost half of 

respondents stated their interest to participate in property exhibitions organised 

in the next 6 to 12 months to promote sales.

As a conclusion, respondents shared that the top three measures that can 

be taken to accelerate property market recovery is the reintroduction of Home 

Ownership Campaign (HOC) or other similar schemes, imposition of less 

stringent banking requirements for housing loans and reducing the Real 

Property Gains Tax (RPGT). Respondents also opined that the provision of 

discount on conversion premium and development charges, reduction of 

compliance cost especially those related to contribution cost and reviewing the 

Bumiputera quota and its percentage discount would be the top three 

measures needed to encourage developers to launch new projects.

Least 
Severe

Most 
Severe

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

%
30

20

10

0

%
30

20

10

0

%
40

30

20

10

0

2%

1%

1%

9%

19%

29%

21% 21%

2%

2%

2%

10%

10%

12%

22%

27%

6%

19%

19%

26%

36%

28%

9%

5%
3%

30%

10% 9%

6%

19%21%
23%

31%

0 – 3 
months

4 – 6 
months

7 – 9 
months

10 – 12 
months

13 – 18 
months

Beyond  
18 months

0% 10% 20% 30%

0 – 10% 11 – 20% 21 – 30% 31 – 40% 41 – 50% 51% and 
above

0 – 10% 11 – 20% 21 – 30% 31 – 40% 41 – 50% 51% and 
above

20%

14%

32%

22%

1%

3%

1%

1%

7%

7%

%
30

20

10

0

Beyond 30%

%
30

20

10

0

%
30

20

10

0

3REPORT

Impact of COVID-19 and MCO  
on the Property Industry



RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY
Transaction

There were 209,295 transactions worth RM72.41 billion in 2019, recording 

an increase of 6.0% in volume and 5.3% in value as compared to 2018 

(197,385 transactions; RM68.75 billion). Performance across the states 

improved whereby all states except Negeri Sembilan and Perak recorded 

higher market volume. The uptrend in Kuala Lumpur (1.1%), Selangor (8.9%), 

Johor (7.5%) and Penang (1.3%) supported the overall increase in the sub-

sector and formed 50% of the total national residential volume. The most 

popular type was terraced houses, and residential units priced RM300,000 

and below which took 61.7% of the market share.

New Launches

There was a drop in the number of units launched during the period under 

review, where it stood at 59,968 units compared to 66,040 units in 2018. 

However, the sales performance for new launches recorded at 40.4% 

which was slightly better compared to the previous year (34.6%) could be 

attributed to the various incentives and assistance given by the Government to 

promote homeownership. State-wise, Selangor recorded the highest number 

of new launches, capturing almost 17% (9,970 units) of the national total, 

followed by Johor (16.2% or 9,711 units), Perak (15.8% or 9,504 units) and 

Kuala Lumpur (14.8% or 8,865 units). Terraced houses dominated the new 

launches, in which single storey and 2-3 storey terrace contributed 49% of 

the total units, followed by condominium/apartment units at 36%.

The Malaysian economy expanded by 3.6% in Q4 2019, thus dragging the full-year Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth 

to 4.3% compared to 4.7% in 2018, underpinned by stronger private sector expenditure, amidst supply disruptions in the 

commodities sector. In the property segment, several positive signs were noted, supported by the various incentives 

introduced by the Government including the Home Ownership Campaign (HOC) 2019, two-year stamp duty exemption for 

first-time homebuyers and the allocation of RM1.5 billion for the construction of affordable homes, amongst others.

For the year under review, a total of 328,647 transactions worth RM141.40 billion were recorded, showing an increase of 

4.8% in volume and 0.8% in value compared to 2018, which recorded 313,710 transactions worth RM140.33 billion. Sectoral 

market activity performance improved marginally 

whereby residential sector grew by 6.0% with 

commercial, industrial and agriculture also recording 

expansions. In terms of value of transactions, residential 

sub-sector recorded a 5.3% growth, whereas 

commercial, industrial, agriculture and development 

land sub-sectors all suffered decreases in their 

performances. As per the previous years, the residential 

sub-sector led the overall property market with 63.7% 

contribution and also took the lead value-wise with 

51.2% share.

OVERVIEW

NAPIC Property Market Report 2019

Residential Market Performance

New Launches and Sales Performance
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Market Status

Overhang in residential property finally 

recorded a decline in 2019 after four 

years of increase, at 30,664 units worth 

RM18.82 billion. This marked a decrease 

by 5.1% in volume and 5.2% in value 

(2018: 32,313 units; RM19.86 billion). 

Johor retained the highest number and 

value of overhang in the country (5,627 

units; RM4.7 billion), followed by Perak 

(5,024 units; RM1.52 billion), Selangor 

(4,687 units; RM3.75 billion) and Penang 

(3,353 units; RM2.59 billion). By type, 

condominium/apartment units formed 

46.6% or 14,276 units of the national’s 

overhang and mostly were in the price 

range of RM200,000 – RM300,000 (3,863 units).

Meanwhile, the unsold under construction and not constructed 

improved as the number dropped to 72,692 units and 16,774 units, down 

by 10.2% and 15.6% respectively.

Construction Activity

In comparison to 2018, construction 

activities were low as completion, 

starts and new planned supply 

declined. Completions were down by 

6.2% to 87,731 units (2018: 93,547 

units) while starts reduced by 17.3% 

to 100,908 units (2018: 122,065 

units) and new planned supply 

dropped by 15.2% to 90,227 units 

(2018: 106,345 units). As at year-

end, there were 5.73 million existing 

residential units with nearly 450,000 

in the incoming supply and 440,000 

in the planned supply.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
The commercial property sub-sector 

performed moderately in 2019 with 

25,654 transactions worth RM28.99 

billion, recording a volume increase 

by 7.2% despite a decline by -1.8% 

in value. All states noted higher 

market volume, except for Kuala 

Lumpur, Negeri Sembilan and Perlis. In terms of transaction value however, 

half the states saw a decline.

Shop

The shop sub-sector dominated 

commercial property transactions with 

13,280 transactions worth RM11.28 

billion, translated into 51.8% and 38.9% 

market shares in volume and value 

respectively. Selangor contributed the 

highest volume and value state-wise, 

with 18.9% in volume and 29.3% in 

value, followed by Johor with 17.4% in 

volume and 16.8% in value. Overhang 

in the sub-sector continued to increase, 

recording a total of 6,024 units with a 

value of RM4.87 billion, up by 19.2% in 

volume and 19.3% in value compared to 

2018. However, there are improvements 

in unsold under construction and not constructed for the sub-sector, which 

improved with volume declining to 6,232 units and 336 units, down by 

13.8% and 12.7% respectively.. By state, Johor retained its reign as the 

highest shop overhang state with 21.4% share and the unsold under 

construction with 35.2% share.

Shopping Complex

Six shopping complex transactions were completed in 2019, each one in 

Kuala Lumpur, Johor, Penang, Melaka, Perak and Kedah. Performance for 

the sub-sector was stable with an overall occupancy rate of 79.2%, 

attributed to the slight decrease from 79.3% recorded in 2018. Kuala 

Lumpur’s occupancy rate was encouraging at 83.4%, while Selangor 

dropped slightly to 82.1%. Johor and Penang managed to secure an 

average occupancy of 75.3% and 73.8% respectively.

Purpose-Built Office

2019 saw 20 office buildings transactions worth more than RM1 billion, 

with overall occupancy rate declined to 80.6% from 82.4% in 2018. Kuala 

Lumpur and Penang secured higher occupancy rates at 76.9% and 76.5% 

respectively, followed by Selangor 70% and Johor (65.7%). 

2020 OUTLOOK
Bank Negara Malaysia’s report forecasts that economic growth would 

gradually improve in 2020, with continued support from household 

spending and better export performance. However, the COVID-19 outbreak 

is expected to take its toll on economies all over the world including 

Malaysia, particularly in tourism-related sectors as well as manufacturing 

and selected services sector. To address this, the Government has 

introduced a number of incentives to help cushion the impact of the 

pandemic on the property market.

Several proposed and ongoing mega projects are expected to drive the 

property market and change the property development landscape, 

including highways such as Damansara – Shah Alam Elevated Expressway 

(DASH),	Sungai	Besi	–	Ulu	Kelang	Elevated	Expressway	(SUKE)	and	East	

Klang Valley Expressway (EKVE), MRT 2 and LRT 3 as well as the revival of 

Bandar Malaysia project, an integrated property development project in 

Sungai Besi which was suspended in 2017.

Tough times are imminent for the residential sub-sector in 2020; there 

is a high likelihood that buyers may put home purchase on hold, as this is a 

big-ticket item. The much-debated issue on overhang which revolves on 

mismatch of housing product, location and affordability appear to be more 

challenging to resolve. Nevertheless, the Government has given continuous 

support, with special focus on the affordable segment and more affordable 

homes priced below RM300,000 would be built for B40 and M40 groups 

under the National Housing Policy 2.0 programmes.
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REHDA’s Property Industry Survey 2H 2019 was conducted earlier this year, 

participated by 133 respondents from all over Peninsular Malaysia. The biannual 

survey gauges the performance and sentiments of the property market, particularly 

the housing market, and gives developers’ outlook on what is to come in the 

near future. However, due to the COVID-19 outbreak and the imposition of the 

Movement Control Order (MCO), the media briefing for the survey results could 

not be held. As such, the summary can be found as follows:

Market Performance 2H 2019

In 2H 2019, the number of respondents with launches  

decreased by 6%, while units launched increased by 18.7% to 12,556 units 

from 10,574 units in 1H 2019. However, sales performance went down by  

15 percentage points from 58% to 43% during the period under review. 

In terms of both units launched and sales performance, serviced apartment 

proved to be the most popular type (launched: 4,654 units; sold: 1,438 units), 

followed by 2-3 storey terrace (launched: 3,003 units; sold: 1,292 units) and 

apartment/condominium (launched: 1,657 units; sold: 878 units). 56.4% of 

the launched units were priced at RM500,000 and below.

Unsold Units in 2H 2019
71% of the respondents have unsold residential stock in 2H 2019, totalling 

at 5,345 units. A majority of them have less than 30% unsold units. Terrace 

houses made up the most of 

unsold residential units at 35%, while 30% was held by semi-detached/

bungalow units, with apartment/condominium at 16%. Most of these 

unsold units were priced between RM700,001 – RM1 million (24%), 

RM500,001 – RM700,000 (21%) and RM250,001 – RM500,000 (21%). 

Respondents cited end-financing loan rejection as the top reason, which 

affected 88% of them, followed by unreleased Bumiputera units and low 

demand/interest.

Business Operations
During the period under review, overall cost was found to have increased 

by 10%, and 64% of the respondents reported to have increases in 

their cost of doing business which is only 1% lower compared to the 

first half of 2019. Respondents that were ‘highly and severely affected’ 

also reduced to 26% from 31%. The top three components affecting 

cash flow remained the same from the past two periods under review, 

which were compliance cost, material and labour cost, and land cost. 

Respondents also named the same top three measures to boost sales 

as in 1H 2019; aggressive participation in online/social media marketing 

or property portals, assist purchasers with the 10% down payment and 

promote units within the affordable threshold.

Provision of Affordable Housing
43% of respondents reported to have affordable housing components in 

their developments for 2H 2019. Amongst others, respondents proposed 

reduction of development charges, lower land conversion premium and 

fast-tracking development approvals as the three main incentives that can 

encourage its provision in the market.

Launches and Sales Performance:  
Residential and Commercial

Residential Properties:  
Most Launched Selling Price

Residential Properties:  
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REHDA Malaysia has also 

compiled the sales performance 

of last year’s HOC, which ran 

from 1 January 2019 until 31 

December 2019. The campaign 

saw the participation of over 

1,000 developers, whereby 

57,630 units were sold, valued at 

RM35.99 billion after discount.

Sales Performance 
for All States

Future Launches and Performance for 2H 2019
Respondents planned to launch 17,816 units of both residential and 

commercial properties (including mixed developments) in 1H 2020, in 

which 78% of respondents with future launches anticipated their sales 

performance to be 50% and below for the first 6 months. 

Outlook for 2020

Respondents largely maintained their neutral outlook for 2020, although 

prospects are much more positive for residential sector growth in the 

second half of the year. However, as this survey was carried out earlier, 

the result is not reflective of the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and 

the subsequent MCO imposition in the country.

Similar to the results of REHDA Property Industry Survey 2H 2019, 

serviced apartment was the most popular property type amongst 

purchasers (38%), followed by double 

storey terrace (27%) and 

condominium (13%). 38.3% 

of purchases were units 

priced between RM500,000 

– RM750,000, and 25.5% 

was for units priced above 

RM300,000 to RM500,000. 

The highest number of 

sales in terms of both 

volume and value were 

located in Selangor, followed 

by Kuala Lumpur and Johor.

Property Market Performance
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Easing Cashflow/Reducing the Cost of 
Doing Business

1 Expedite the Covid-19 (Temporary Measures) 

Bill: The introduction of an all-encompassing force 

majeure exemption bill or a Covid-19 (Temporary 

Measures) Bill to lawfully protect players of all 

industries, including the property sector will help 

ensure that every contracting party is safeguarded 

against any form of penalization due to no fault of 

theirs due to the Movement Control Order (MCO).

2 Extension of Time (EoT): The standard Sale and 

Purchase Agreement (SPA) for residential property 

does not have a force majeure clause unlike some 

other construction contracts. As such, unless only if 

the Temporary Measures Bill is enacted, we appeal 

the government to allow for the Extension of Time 

(EoT) under Section 2(2) of the current Housing 

Development (Control and Licensing) Act 118 which 

is under the purview of KPKT, be invoked for the 

following:

 Projects which are due for Certificate of 

Completion and Compliance (CCC) between now 

to September 2020 be granted automatic EoT; 

and

 Projects which are due for Certificate of 

Completion and Compliance (CCC) in the future 

which are also affected by MCO to apply for their 

EoT from the Ministry of Housing and Local 

Government (KPKT).

The granting of EoT will circumvent the industry 

from suffering losses arising from Liquidated and 

Ascertained Damages (LAD). We propose that all 

Development Orders and Building Plans approved 

earlier at state level be granted an automatic 

extension of one (1) year without payment due to 

delay in project launching because of the current 

weak demand.

3 Taxation: REHDA proposes that companies be 

allowed to defer tax instalment payments for 2020 to 

year end to assist their cash flow.

4 Business Survival: We hope the Government will 

allow “Rescheduling and Restructuring” facilities to 

be extended to all businesses including corporate/

property development companies with a moratorium 

of one (1) year postponement of repayment. Banks 

and other financial institutions are also urged to not 

cancel the credit line/facilities which had been 

approved earlier to property development companies. 

Developers should also be offered the option to 

rescind the Sale and Purchase Agreement (SPA) or 

cancel the current development project(s) if sales have 

not achieved 50%, with full refund to purchasers in 

order to avoid other more severe implications such as 

abandonment if the projects were to continue. 

REHDA hopes to work together with KPKT and 

discuss how to mobilise the huge funds being kept 

idle in the Housing Development Account (HDA) to 

assist the industry during this trying time.

5 Reduction/Removal of Contribution Charges: 

Waiver or reduction in charges especially to utility 

companies such as Air Selangor, Indah Water 

Konsortium (IWK), Tenaga Nasional Berhad (TNB), 

Telekom Malaysia Berhad (TM) as well as the 

Construction Industry Development Board (CIDB) levy 

would help tremendously to reduce the cost of 

development. These charges should be reviewed and/

or removed.

6 Green Lane or Fast Track Approval for New 

Development Projects: Expedite the processing of 

new development applications and remove 

unnecessary red tapes to reduce holding cost.

7 Loan Interest of End-Financing be Further 

Reviewed: To grant certain relief for purchasers to 

restructure their monthly housing loan instalments 

and moratorium should be extended until 

December 2020, while loan interest on houses 

priced RM500,000 and below should be further 

reduced to 3%.

Increasing Domestic Demand

1 Extension of Home Ownership Campaign (HOC): 

To allow the extension of HOC in 2020 with the same 

benefits granted under the HOC 2019, which was held 

successfully. Incentives given during HOC 2019 were:

 Stamp duty exemption (on the Memorandum of 

Transfer) for houses priced between RM300,001 

up to RM1 million;

 Stamp duty exemption on instrument of loan 

agreements for houses priced between 

RM300,001 up to RM2.5 million; and

 Minimum 10% discount from developers.

2 Exemption of Real Property Gain Tax (RPGT):  

We propose that the RPGT rate be zerorised (0%) or 

exempted for disposal of properties, to boost the 

current subdued property market. Such exemption 

was implemented by MoF in 2007 as a measure to 

stimulate the economy, whereby MoF granted full 

exemption on any disposal of real property from 

payment of gains tax through the Real Property Gains 

Tax (Exemption) Order 2007 [PU (A) 146/2007]. For a 

period of two and a half years, between 1 April 2007 

to 31 December 2009, no gains tax was payable for 

disposal of real property.

3 Home Ownership Assistance Programme (HOAP): 

REHDA proposes for the reinstatement of DIBS in a 

more structured and regulated form called Home 

Ownership Assistance Programme (HOAP), which aims 

to address the affordability issue faced by first time 

buyers especially during this challenging period. HOAP 

is a proposal where developers include the interest of 

the housing loan disbursed during construction period 

into the purchase price. The home buyers do not need 

to service the interest on the loan until the house is 

completed, which usually takes about two to three 

years from the date the SPA is signed. HOAP is 

specifically targeted for first-time/only-home owner and 

includes those who have sold their previous homes to 

upgrade and/or relocate with the following criteria:

 House priced RM500,000 and below;

 House price includes interest on mortgage during 

construction period;

 Property under construction (landed and high-rise);

 Household income RM10,000 and below; and

 Not applicable to cash buyer.

4 Loan Repayment Period: Loan repayment period 

for housing loan to be extended to 40 years or age 

70 years old, whichever is shorter, at reasonable 

interest rates for houses priced from RM300,000 – 

RM1 mil. The longer loan tenure provided will 

definitely alleviate buyers’ burden as it would provide 

the opportunity for higher margin of financing and 

lower repayment amount, albeit for a longer period.

5 Removal of Loan to Value (LTV) Ratio: The LTV 

was introduced in 2010 as one of the cooling 

measures at a time when house prices were 

escalating owing to various inevitable reasons. Such 

cooling measure is no longer relevant at this time and 

should be removed for the third and subsequent 

property. The continued implementation of LTV will 

not only dampen the growth of the housing market 

but also become detrimental to the current situation 

in view of the COVID-19 impact.  

6  Facilitative Home Acquisition: REHDA views that in 

this trying time, the strict lending guidelines imposed 

as cooling measures since 2010 should be lifted. 

Financing to eligible house buyers with innovative 

financing packages should be made available as this 

will not only assist buyers but also the industry, 

financial institutions/banks and the economy. First 

time house buyers especially should be accorded 

more flexible criteria.

Restoring Investors’ Confidence

1 Reduction of the Foreign Threshold: REHDA 

proposes that the threshold for foreign purchase on 

certain properties be reduced to RM500,000 to help 

dispose unsold stocks and ease developers’ cash flow.

2 Relaxation of Certain Criteria and Incentives for 

Foreign Purchase: The efforts of the Malaysian 

Government in dealing with the Covid-19 pandemic 

efficiently and effectively have brought about positive 

impact on the nation’s image in the eyes of the world. 

We should therefore make good use of this turn of 

events to attract foreign investments, as well as foreign 

purchasers for the Malaysian property market.

Summary of Recovery Plan Proposal to MoF
REHDA Malaysia has consistently engaged the Government and other related bodies to revitalise the real estate sector, which has been going through challenges over 

the past few years. The global pandemic that has befallen the world and the inevitable Movement Control Order (MCO) imposed have brought new tribulations to the 

industry, which has pushed REHDA to heighten our engagement efforts and strengthen our resolve to continue these discussions for the betterment of not only the 

industry and its players, but the nation as well. With this in mind, REHDA has submitted a letter to the Minister of Finance that outlined our proposal for a Recovery Plan 

specific for the housing and real estate segment. Below is a summary of the proposal for your information:
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REHDA Kedah/Perlis Branch

REHDA Kelantan paid a courtesy visit to  

Tn Annis b Othman, Director of the Construction 

Industry Development Board (CIDB) for Kelantan 

on 4 March 2020. The delegation of seven 

was led by Tn Hj Mohd Shukri b Omar, where 

they congratulated the Director on his recent 

appointment.

The meeting had a general discussion on  

the roles and functions of CIDB in the state.  

Tn Annis during the session also highlighted 

safety issues at construction sites that have arisen 

which were identified and addressed accordingly. 

The courtesy call ended on a positive note.

REHDA Negeri Sembilan led by the Branch 

Chairlady Ms Jenny Wang paid a courtesy visit on 

the Mayor of Seremban City Council (MBS), Dato’ 

Hj Zazali b Salehudin on 11 March 2020. She 

was joined by four Branch Committee members, 

including Deputy Branch Chairman Mr Desmond 

Yap and Secretary Mr A Devasagayam.

The delegation took the opportunity to 

highlight several issues pertaining to the industry 

in the State, including Seremban’s development 

plans, MBS’ plan to standardise the parking 

system in the city, implementation of OSC 3+ 

and the need to improve public transportation 

and focus on transit-oriented-development, 

amongst others.

The meeting ended on a high note for both 

parties.

On 10 March 2020, REHDA Kedah/Perlis Chairman Dato’ Rick 

Cheng Wooi Seong led a delegation of five Branch Committee 

members to pay a courtesy visit to the CEO of Syarikat Air Darul 

Aman Sdn Bhd (SADA), Tn Hj Mohd Suhaimi b Mohd Jusoh.

Several industry-related issues afflicting developers in the state 

were discussed during the visit, including matters pertaining to low 

water pressure and submission of planning permission (KM) 

application. Both parties also spoke about organising townhall 

sessions between SADA and the Branch annually which would allow 

for an open discussion and sharing opportunities in order to bring the 

State’s development to new heights and towards sustainability.

It was a fruitful meeting and REHDA Kedah/Perlis would like to 

thank Tn Hj Mohd Suhaimi for his time.
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REHDA Kelantan Branch

REHDA Negeri Sembilan Branch

Courtesy Call on the Director of CIDB Kelantan

Courtesy Call on the Mayor of MBS

Courtesy Call on the CEO of SADA



As COVID-19 pandemic continues to spread all over the country and the world at 

large, the Government has imposed the Movement Control Order (MCO) restriction 

commencing 18 March 2020. As mentioned earlier, REHDA has been in active 

engagement with ministries, government agencies and other industry players to 

ensure that the voice of developers are heard while combating the outbreak and 

addressing the added challenges MCO has brought to the property industry.

The meetings, submissions and media interviews undertaken by REHDA 

Malaysia between March and April 2020 related to COVID-19 issue have been 

compiled as below:

 20 March: Letter to the Prime Minister on REHDA’s Proposals to Mitigate the 

Real Estate and Housing Industry

 1 April: Survey on Projects with Expected Issuance of CCC/VP between March 

to September 2020 amongst REHDA members

 4 April: Letter to the Minister of KPKT on the Impact of MCO: Immediate 

Measures to Help the Industry

 7 April: Letter to KPKT on the updated list of projects with CCC/VP

 8 April: Press Statement on the Call for a Covid-19 (Temporary Measures) Bill

 9 April: Proposal to KPKT on the Stimulus Package

 14 April: Joint Press Statement by REHDA and MBAM on Property 

Development and Construction Industry to Work Closely Together with the 

Government to Triumph Against COVID-19

 17 April:

– Letter to KPKT on Temporary Relief Measures on the Housing Development 

Act (Act 118)

– Media interview with BFM, participated by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon

 19 April: Media	interview	with	The	Edge	on	the	Effects	of	COVID-19	and	Usage	

of IBS to Address Labour Shortage. Participated by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon

 20 April: Survey on the impact of COVID-19 to all members, co-organised with 

REHDA Instatute

 21 April: Media interview by Star Property on the Economic Impact of MCO on 

the Property Industry, participated by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon.

 24 April:

– Letters to MITI and CIDB on the Recovery Plan Post-MCO

– Media interview by The Star Property on Opportunities in the Real Estate 

Industry, participated by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon

 30 April: Media interview with BFM, participated by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon

2 Energy Commission – Mesyuarat Jawatankuasa 

Teknikal Panduan Pendawaian Elektrik Bangunan 

Kediaman. Atended by Datuk S Sivanyanam and  

Ir Lai Ching Keong.

3-4 CREAM – Bengkel Validasi Pelan Strategik Pembinaan 

4.0 (2020 – 2025). Attended by Ir Kamal Pasha Mokhtar.

5 Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture – Malaysia 

My Second Home (MM2H) Meet and Greet session. 

Attended by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon.

9 JBPM – Mesyuarat Teknikal bagi membincangkan  

isu-isu berkaitan Cadangan Pembangunan 

Pangsapuri Perkhidmatan. Attended by Mr Allan Teh 

and Ms Shirley Ho.

10 CIDB – Taklimat Jadual Keempat Akta Lembaga 

Pembangunan Industri Pembinaan Malaysia 1994 

(Akta 520). Attended by Ir Teo Ching Wee and  

Pn Amalhayati Mukhter.

11 SPAN – Mesyuarat Jawatankuasa Penilaian (JakPen) 

Utama.	Attended	by	Datuk	S	Sivanyanam.

30 Prime Minister's Department – Working Group meeting 

on Construction Sector under the Economic Action 

Council. Attended by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon.

2 Prime Minister’s Department – Economic Planning 

meeting with Minister in the Prime Minister's 

Department. Attended by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon.

9 MITI – Meeting on the Recommencement of 

Construction Activities During MCO Phase 3. 

Attended by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon.

17 EdgeProp – Webinar Fireside Chat: Will the Malaysian 

Property Sector Survive This Mother of All Crisis? 

Participated by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon, Tan Sri 

Datuk Eddy Chen Lok Loi and Dato’ Jeffrey Ng.

UBS	Research	Malaysia	–	UBS	Expert	Series	Conference	

Call. Participated by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon.

24 MPC/PEMUDAH	–	Meeting	on	the	Impact	of	MCO	on	

Vacant Possession Handover and Strata Management 

Issues. Attended by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon.

28 Meeting with MITI. Attended by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng 

Choon.

29 Online meeting with CIMB. Participated by Dato’ Ir Soam 

Heng Choon and Pn Aslinda Mohd Noor.

REHDA’s 
Activities 
Related to 
COVID-19  
in March & 
April 2020

March 

April 2020 
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Rental available:

•	Auditorium	

•	Seminar/Lecture	
Rooms

•	Atrium	

Facilities include:

•	AV	System	

•	Free	Wi-Fi	

•	Ample	Parking	Bays	

•	Surau

•	24	hours	security	
services

•	CCTV

•	Lift	System

For further enquiries or booking of venue,  
please contact Secretariat at 03-7803 2978.

Wisma REHDA, No 2C, Jalan SS5D/6, Kelana Jaya, 47301 Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan 

Tel: +603-7803 2978 | Fax: +603-7803 5285  

Email: secretariat@rehda.com | Website : www.rehda.com

The Venue You’ve Been Looking For

Wisma REHDA is the ideal venue to hold meetings, seminars, conferences and more. The state-of-the-art green building is well equipped  

with a wide range of facilities to meet your event’s requirement. Special rates are available for REHDA members.


