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The wellbeing of the Malaysian property industry is highly 
dependent on the cooperation of all its industry players. 
No roles are too small, or too big, and all play vital roles in 
its sustainability. REHDA acknowledges this, and strives to 
maintain a harmonious relationship with all relevant sectors 
for this purpose.

With that in mind, REHDA Malaysia continues to find 
solutions or middle grounds with industry players in the many 
issues affecting us. One such instance is the various financing 
concerns that developers face. Owing to this, REHDA has met 
with the Association of Banks Malaysia (ABM) where matters 
pertaining to the industry and financing were extensively 
discussed. The meeting allowed both parties to clear up issues 
and opened the door for more discussions in the future.

REHDA also organised a Townhall Session with Indah 
Water Konsortium (IWK) and the National Water Services 
Commission (SPAN), where REHDA members were given the 
chance to address their concerns pertaining to the water 
services in their developments. It was a fruitful event, and 
REHDA would like to thank IWK and SPAN for this one-on-
one session with us.

REHDA subsidiaries have also had a busy February – 
REHDA Institute organised a Workshop on Extension of Time 
and Housing Laws, as well as a seminar on Strata 
Development and Dispute Resolutions. Both events were well 
attended and well received, and gave much needed insights 
on the discussed issues. Meanwhile, GreenRE continued to 
offer its GreenRE Managers’ Course, which had its 21st intake 
from 18 to 20 February 2020. Earlier in the month, the 
GreenRE Advisory Panel held its annual meeting where 
members consisting of industry stakeholders took the 
opportunity to discuss various matters. REHDA Selangor, 
REHDA Perak and REHDA Melaka also held events this month, 
which can be found on pages 8 and 11.

We hope that you enjoy this issue of our Bulletin. In light 
of the current global pandemic that has hit our shores and 
the world, we hope that our members are keeping safe in 
both their professional and personal capacities.

The Energy Commission (ST) would like to remind developers of Regulation 15 

of the Electricity Regulations 1994, which states:

“ Any apparatus, conductor or accessory for the purpose of 
connection to an installation shall be sufficient in size, power 
and number to serve the purpose for which it is intended and 
shall be constructed, installed, arranged, protected, worked 
and maintained in such a manner as to prevent danger.”

As such, failure to comply with the above Regulation is punishable by a 

maximum fine of RM5,000 or imprisonment of up to one year, or both.

ST expressed its hope that all industry players and REHDA members would 

play their parts to eradicate the usage of substandard cables or cables that do 

not adhere to the Building Construction Standards.
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reHdA Malaysia successfully hosted 

a Townhall Session with Indah Water 

Konsortium (IWK) and the National  

Water Services Commission (SPAN) on  

13 February 2020. The event, which took 

place at Wisma REHDA, attracted about 

100 attendees.

The half-day event began with a 

welcoming remarks by REHDA President, 

Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon, followed by a 

speech by Mr Narendran Maniam, CEO of 

IWK. The highlight of the session was a 

presentation by Ir Devatara Munusamy, 

Head of IWK’s Certifying 

Agency and Development 

Control Section, entitled 

“What’s New in Work 

Approval Process, New 

Initiatives and Challenges 

faced by IWK”. Amongst others, she 

highlighted the roles of a certifying agency 

and the special project unit, and gave an 

in-depth explanation on the approval 

process for sewerage works including 

online application through its app, 

e-SWAP. Ir Devatara also addressed the 

various challenges that may afflict 

developers during the various stages of the 

development process related to the work 

approval.

Following the presentation, a panel 

discussion took place with Dato’ Ir Soam, 

Mr Narendran and Ir Devatara on stage to 

address queries from the floor. They were 

joined by Datuk S Sivanyanam, REHDA 

Exco Member and Chairman of the 

Infrastructure, Utilities and Environment 

Committee, Ms Recca Tharmarajah, 

SPAN’s Director of Standard Technical and 

Compliance Division and Ir Mohd Haniffa 

Abdul Hamid, COO of IWK.

Amongst the many questions asked 

were whether the iGIS system is updated, 

in which IWK responded that it is 

updated daily and has been integrated 

with other systems such as billing, 

laboratory and vehicle management 

systems. Another proposed that IWK 

standardises its planning department so 

that information can be easily accessed 

for future planning. IWK responded that 

they are currently developing a web-

based information centre called ‘Indah 

Geoportal’ which can be used by the 

public to obtain public sewerage 

information with a fee.

REHDA Malaysia would like to 

express its deepest gratitude to IWK and 

SPAN for engaging our members during 

the Townhall Session and look forward to 

more engagements in the future.
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Please be advised that the National Housing 

Department (JPN) has implemented a new 

mechanism for the placement of 3% deposit of 

the Estimated Construction Cost under Regulation 

3A of the Housing Development (Housing 

Development Account) Regulations 1991.

Under the new mechanism, the 3% deposit 

is to be separated into two Bank Guarantees (BG) 

at 80% and 20% of the deposit amount 

respectively, which is 3% of the estimated 

construction cost. Among others, the mechanism 

specifies that:

i) The first BG (80%) can be withdrawn 

following the issuance of the Certificate of 

Completion and Compliance (CCC) and the 

second BG (20%) can be withdrawn at the 

expiry of the Defect Liability Period (DLP);

ii) The 80% BG validity period is two years for 

landed properties, and three years for strata 

developments, both commencing on the date 

of the issuance of notice to open the Housing 

Development Account (HDA). A 30-day 

extension must be obtained until the CCC is 

obtained;

iii) For the 20% BG, the validity period is four 

years for landed properties and five years for 

strata developments, to also commence on 

the date of the issuance of notice to open the 

HDA. A 30-day extension must be obtained 

until the end of the DLP period;

iv) For incomplete projects or projects that have 

yet to receive CCC, the expiry date of the 

80% BG must be extended reflecting the 

CCC approval date. This is applicable to both 

BGs accordingly, whereby for the 20% BG, 

the expiry date should be the same as the 

end of DLP;

v) The two BGs must be uploaded on the BLESS 

system as proof that the deposit has been 

made; 

vi) Both BGs must be from one issuing Bank 

only, with differing reference numbers; and

vii) To use the BG format, please visit 

https://ehome.kpkt.gov.my/index.php/

pages/view/171.

 

The new format took effect on 1 March 2020.  

For the complete terms and conditions or for 

more information, please contact Ms Vasugi 

Balaramah at 03-88914199 / vasugi@kpkt.gov.my.

reHdA Malaysia held a meeting with the 

Association of Banks Malaysia (ABM) and its member 

banks on 19 February 2020 at the Sime Darby 

Convention Centre, Kuala Lumpur. The meeting was 

attended by 11 REHDA representatives including 

REHDA President Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon and  

Vice Presidents Datuk Zaini Yusoff, Datuk NK Tong 

and En Zulkifly Garib, as well as 10 ABM and member 

banks’ representatives, led by En Mohd Zaini Aris, 

the Head of Consumer Finance, Community Financial 

Services at Maybank Bhd.

The meeting discussed several financial issues 

pertaining to the housing industry, such as 

transparency of property prices, in which it was 

highlighted that some Sale and Purchase 

Agreement (SPA) prices do not reflect the 

discounts and rebates given by developers thus 

increasing the actual margin of financing. 

Eventually, this would lead to problem of price 

decrease and banks will not be able to recover the 

loans given out especially during auctions. The 

meeting also discussed practises by buyers in 

submitting multiple loan applications, or loan 

compression, for the purchase of one unit. The 

Central Credit Reference Information System 

(CCRIS) is unable to detect such cases, and there 

have been instances where submitted documents 

have been falsified. The meeting also brought 

attention to other matters such as enhancing 

homebuyers and property agents’ financing 

knowledge and the Rent-to-Own Scheme.

REHDA Malaysia would like to thank ABM for 

the engaging session, and hopes that the two 

entities will continue its good relationship for the 

betterment of the industry and homebuyers.
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on 20 February 2020, REHDA Institute 

successfully organised a workshop on Extension 

of Time and Housing Laws at Wisma REHDA, 

which attracted more than 200 participants. 

The objective of the workshop was to give an 

update on the Housing Development (Control 

and Licensing) Act 1966 (Act 118) and the 

much-discussed Extension of Time (EoT) issue.

Four prominent speakers took the stage in 

the one-day event, including REHDA President 

Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon, who gave a 

presentation on Act 118 from a developers’ 

perspective, remarking that developers may 

apply for amendments or variations of the Act 

to the Minister of Housing and Local 

Government under Section 2(2). Dato’ Pretam 

Singh of law firm Pretam Singh, Nor & Co on 

the other hand shared his expertise on EoT and 

presented the common disputes and the latest 

judicial decisions related to EoT for property 

development projects. He highlighted various 

EoT cases over the recent years and how the 

recent High Court ruling will affect similar cases 

in the future. Other speakers included Professor 

Dato’ Salleh Buang (former Federal Counsel, Attorney-

General’s Chambers) as well as Ar Chan Seong Aun (Arkitek 

Daya Seni Sdn Bhd).

Towards the end of the event, a panel discussion entitled 

“Is it time for the government to seriously review the 

Extension of Time (EoT) and make relevant changes to Act 

118 of the Housing Law?” took place, which was moderated 

by REHDA Institute Trustee, Tan Sri Datuk Eddy Chen Lok Loi. 

Joining him on stage were Professor Dato’ Salleh, Ar Chan, 

Dato’ Pretam and Mr Jayaselan Navaratnam of KPKT.

It was an engaging session for all involved.
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reHdA Institute held a seminar 

entitled ‘Strata Development 

and Dispute  Resolution’ on 27 

February 2020 at Wisma REHDA. 

200 attendees took part in the 

one-day event, consisting of 

industry players such as developers, property managers 

and consultants. The seminar was held to address strata 

management and its various issues with expert speakers 

sharing their knowledge and experiences for the benefit 

of the participants.

The seminar kicked off with a welcoming speech 

by Dato’ Jeffrey Ng, Chairman of REHDA Institute and 

CEO of Sunway REIT. Amongst the speakers were 

REHDA National Council member Datuk Sr Charlie 

Chia Lui Meng, who remarked that the 

Government should assess and review the practical 

time frame required for strata title application. 

Meanwhile, Cik Nik Sabrina Atikah and Ms Wong 

Yoke Sum from law firm Ariff & Co presented the 

pending issues in the implementation of Strata 

Management Act 2013 and Regulations 2015, and 

how these issues will affect housing development 

for the rest of 2020 and beyond. This was followed 

by a presentation by Sr Chan Keat Lim of the 

Department of Survey and Mapping Malaysia 

(JUPEM), who shared anecdotes about the 

complications and issues in setting up sub-MCs. 

Other speakers were Mr. Lai Chee Hoe of Chee 

Hoe & Associates, Mr Roshan Kshatriya (Housing 

and Strata Management Tribunal, KPKT) and Mr 

Raymond Mah (MahWengKwai & Associates).

During the event, two panel discussions were 

also held. The first was moderated by Datuk Sr 

Charlie Chia, with Cik Nik Sabrina, Ms Wong and 

Sr Chan sitting in as panellists, while the second 

panel with Mr Mah, Mr Lai and Mr Roshan was 

moderated by Mr Ngian Siew Siong, Editor of 

REHDA Institute’s Strata Management Handbook.
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on 5 February 2020, GreenRE held its annual GreenRE Advisory Panel (GREAP) 

meeting at Wisma REHDA. It was attended by 30 representatives from member 

organisations including the Ministry of Housing and Local Government (KPKT), 

the former Ministry of Energy, Science, Technology, Environment and Climate 

Change (MESTECC), PLANMalaysia and the Construction Industry Development 

Board (CIDB). Representing GreenRE were GreenRE Chairman and REHDA 

Immediate Past President Dato’ Seri FD Iskandar, as well as Board members 

including REHDA President Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon, Datuk Ng Seing Liong 

and Ms Teo Chui Ping.

GREAP was established to assist GreenRE’s board to strategise direction, 

formulate policies and regulate GreenRE’s portfolio of standards. Amongst the 

topics discussed during the meeting included the green building tax incentives, 

integration of green building rating tools with Low Carbon Cities Framework 

(LCCF), carbon footprint calculation, impact of the Energy Efficiency and 

Conservation Act (EECA) to the building industry, use of green plot ratio (GnPR) 

as a metric for planning guidelines in Malaysia, and many others.

Greenre held the 21st intake 

of its GreenRE Managers’ 

Course (GREMC) from 18 to 

20 February 2020  at Wisma 

REHDA. It was attended by 13 

participants.

The three-day course was 

structured to provide participants 

a holistic coverage of green 

building principles and 

operations to enable them to 

participate in the design process, 

incorporate integrated design 

and facilitate the GreenRE 

certification. It covered topics 

such as passive design and IEQ, 

lighting and daylighting, 

sustainable construction and 

green products, water efficiency, 

green plot ratio and LAI, energy 

modelling and ventilation 

simulation, efficient air 

conditioning, solar photovoltaic 

and green tax incentives.

The course also comprised a 

2-part assessment; a multiple-

choice examination and a case 

study group project. Participants 

who pass both assessments and 

hold the required criteria are 

eligible to apply to become 

GreenRE Managers.

For information on the next 

GREMC intake, please contact 

training@greenre.org.

Advisory Panel Meeting

Managers’ Course
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Perak Branch Chairman, Mr Tony Khoo, led a delegation of 

six Committee members for a meeting with TNB on 19 February 

2020 at Wisma TNB in Ipoh. It was chaired by TNB Perak’s General 

Manager, YM Raja Dato’ Abd Jalil b Raja Zaid.

The main purpose of the meeting was to find avenues to 

improve the quality of service for all TNB customers and also to 

strengthen the bilateral relationship between TNB and REHDA 

Perak. At the same time, several presentations were held by the 

utility company, covering various issues namely rates of connection 

charges, Electricity Supply Application Handbook as well as 

planning and execution procedure for projects of 22kV and below.

It was a fruitful session for all involved.

Pengurusan Air Selangor Sdn Bhd (Air 

Selangor) organised an Engagement Session 

with REHDA Selangor Committee members on 

27 February 2020 which was chaired 

by its CEO, En Suhaimi Kamaralzaman. 

Leading REHDA Selangor’s delegation 

of eight was Branch Chairman En 

Zulkifly Garib, who was joined by 

Deputy Chairman Datuk Ho Hon Sang 

and Branch Secretary Datuk Zaini 

Yusoff, amongst others.

The objective of the meeting was 

to enable the CEO to engage, listen 

and explain the initiatives taken by  

Air Selangor to assist developments in 

Selangor, WP(KL) and Putrajaya.  

En Suhaimi also briefed the Branch on 

the water supply situation in Klang Valley and 

shared the initiatives taken to improve the 

quality of its services in line with its vision to 

become the best water operator in the region.

The engagement session proved to be 

informative, and REHDA Selangor looks 

forward to more sessions with Air Selangor in 

the future.
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on 25 February 2020, REHDA Melaka collaborated 

with telecommunication provider Maxis to organise 

a briefing session on Smart City and Maxis Fiber. 

The half-day event was attended by 30 members, 

including Branch Chairman Dato’ Sri Ngoh King 

Hua, Branch Treasurer Mr Yow Song Yoong and 

Event Organising Chairlady Ms Judith Ho.

Facilitating the briefing were En Syed Othman 

Syed Salim, Head of Maxis Smart Cities and 

Security as well as Mr Shanon Rao, Fiber 

Expansion and Coverage Planning Specialist.  

Among the topics covered during the session 

were connectivity within a smart city, smart city 

solution domains and platforms, smart security for 

residences, commercial buildings and malls,  

track and trace solutions covering vehicle and 

asset tracking and worker management,  

and building smart city ecosystem.

REHDA Melaka would like to express its 

thanks to Maxis for their support in making 

the session a success.

5 LAM — Meeting between LAM and REHDA. Attended by Dato’ Khor 

Chap Jen, Dato’ Rick Cheng, Mr Allan Teh, Datuk Sr Charlie Chia Lui 

Meng and Ms Shirley Ho.

FIABCI — National Committee meeting. Attended by En Zulkifly Garib.

11 Meeting on QLASSIC Guidebook. Attended by Ir TIah Oon Ling, 

Datuk Ho Hon Sang and Pn Amalhayati Mukhter.

12 JPN — Focus Group Discussion (FGD) on the review and drafting of 

the Commercial Development Act (CDA). Attended by Datuk Ho Hon 

Sang, Mr Ang Kee Ping and Pn Syarifah Elmira Afzan Syed Nor Azlan.

National Council meeting.

13 Townhall Session with IWK and SPAN.

17 JKPTG’s Research Visit to Wisma REHDA. Attended by Dato’ Khor 

Chap Jen, En Zulkifly Garib, Mr Allan Teh, Datuk Sr Charlie Chia Lui 

Meng, Mr Ang Kee Ping and Ms Shirley Ho.        

18 Companies Commission of Malaysia (SSM) — Interest Schemes 

Blueprint 2020 – 2024 briefing session. Attended by Pn Syarifah 

Elmira Afzan Syed Nor Azlan.

19 Meeting with ABM. Attended by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon, Datuk NK 

Tong, En Zulkifly Garib, Datuk Zaini Yusoff, Datuk Muztaza Mohamad,  

Mr Tan Ching Meng, Mr Chan Kin Meng, Pn Aslinda Mohd Noor,  

Ms Karen Seow, Ms Shirley Ho and Pn Siti Aswahawa Mohd Amin.

21 MOF — Discussion on proposals to stimulate the property market. 

Attended by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon, Dato’ Khor Chap Jen,  

Tan Sri Eddy Chen, Dato’ Wan Hashimi Albakri, Pn Aslinda Mohd 

Noor and Ms Shirley Ho.

24 Construction Labour Exchange Centre Bhd (CLAB) — Board meeting. 

Attended by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon.

Energy Commission (ST) — Sesi Konsultasi Mengenai Cadangan Semakan 

Kadar Tarif Asas Elektrik oleh TNB. Attended by Datuk S Sivanyanam and 

Ir Ng Lip Khong.

25 CIDB – SHASSIC Day 2020. Attended by Dato’ Ir Soam Heng Choon.

27 REHDA Institute — Strata Development and Dispute Resolutions Seminar. 

Attended by Ms Shirley Ho and Pn Amalhayati Mukhter.

Jabatan Kerajaan Tempatan — Mesyuarat Way Forward Isu Pengeluaran 

Sijil Perakuan Siap dan Pematuhan (CCC). Attended by Mr Lum Tuck Ming 

and Pn Amalhayati Mukhter.

Briefing Session on Smart City and Maxis Fiber

February 2020 
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rental available:

•	Auditorium	

•	Seminar/Lecture	
Rooms

•	Atrium	

Facilities include:

•	AV	System	

•	Free	Wi-Fi	

•	Ample	Parking	Bays	

•	Surau

•	24	hours	security	
services

•	CCTV

•	Lift	System

For further enquiries or booking of venue,  
please contact Secretariat at 03-7803 2978.

Wisma REHDA, No 2C, Jalan SS5D/6, Kelana Jaya, 47301 Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan 
Tel: +603-7803 2978 | Fax: +603-7803 5285  

Email: secretariat@rehda.com | Website : www.rehda.com

The Venue You’ve Been Looking For
Wisma REHDA is the ideal venue to hold meetings, seminars, conferences and more. The state-of-the-art green building is well equipped  

with a wide range of facilities to meet your event’s requirement. Special rates are available for REHDA members.


